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must follow the principles of Secularism, Democracy and Socialism in designing value education programmes
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Curriculum
Second Language
English

General Objectives:

When a child comes to school for the first time he feelshe is walking into anunknown domain
where his voice and experience will never be heard but he will have to listen to the voice of
the teacher. The period from infancy to adolescence is one of rapid growth and development.
So, “the curriculum must have a holistic approach to learning and development that is able to
see the interconnections and transcend divisions between physical and mental development
and between individual development and interaction with others” [N.C.F. 2005]

Cognition involves the capacity to make sense of the self and the world, through his actions
and language. “Meaningful learning isa generative process of representingand manipulating
concrete things and mental representations, rather than storage and retrieval of information.
Thinking, language [both verbal and sign], and doing things are thus intimately inter-
twined.”[NCF2005]

Educationists have observed that the child learns through a variety of activities like, through
direct experiences, making and doing things, experimentation, reading, listening,expressing
himself in speech, movement or writing-both individually or with others. He requires
opportunities of all these kinds in the course of his development.
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Learning takes place not only within the class room/school but also outside the school.
Needless to say, learning is enriched when these two realms interact with each other and the
experiences gathered from these domains are integrated. Art and work provide opportunities
for holistic learning that is rich in tacit and aesthetic components. Such experiences are
essential for linguistically known things to be learnt through direct experience and integrated
into life.

CLASSWISE COMPETENCIES AT A GLANCE

BASIC LEVEL [CLASS I & 11}

[Language learning in integrated and comprehensive manner]

Sl. | Competency Language Class I Class II
experience
1 | Observing and | e identifying e identifying identifying ~ common
identifying objects  within common objects of flowers, season, human
the classroom daily use organs,
and outside e identifying contents small and capital letters
e observing of a picture or [recapitulation]
pictures diagram counting days and
e observing and | e counting objects months
counting e identify letters
2 | Listening- e rhymes, e listen and articulate integrating health and
speaking lullabies  and rhymes and enact hygiene through
songs with gestures rhymes and pictures
e teacher’s e follow instructions integrationof
instructions e understand and mathematics with
e stories/fables respond to queries language

e visual art
e puzzles

tell the contents in
picture

listening to stories and
answering questions
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phonics

e solve puzzle

e picture-word
integration

e simple
phonics

basic

drawing pictures and
discussing on theme
interaction of social
science with art and
language

articulating di-syllabic
and tri-syllabic words

Conversation e playing games |e using psycho-motor count and tell
e using structures activities and use of “this’ and “that’
e fun in articulating words asking questions
mathematics e learning courtesies ["What 1s your
e art of | ® wusing structures of name?/who are you’]
questioning ‘I am/I can see’ story recapitulated
Structures for seeking through conversation
permissions [May I...] answering questions of
the teacher
e observing pictures use introductory ‘it’
and integrating with and “there’
words for story
making
Reading e English letters | @ reading letters reading disyllabic
e words e reading words words
e sentences [monosyllabic and reading numbers [1-20]
e numbers disyllabic words] reading and matching
e reading thymes |® reading words and words and figures of
matching pictures English numbers
e numbers [1-10] sentences of 5-6 words
rhymes
Writing e English letters | e small and capital disyllabic words
e words letters numbers [in words and
e sentences e writing numbers figures]
e numbers e words of 4-6 letters use small and capital
e words of 3-4 letters letters
sentences of 3-5 words
use introductory ‘it’
and “there’
Noticing e noun, e nouns-material and nouns
grammar e be-verb, common nouns adjectives-  knowing
auxiliary verb | e be- verb [am] colour
‘can’, regular | ¢ can- verb be- verb[ am/is/are]
verb, have/has- | e present form past forms[ regular
verb, e use of ‘may’ in verbs]

present & past
tense,
Wh-word,

introductory

question
form["May I go/’]

have/has verb
use of “this/that
introductory it
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‘it” & “there’ /*there’

e using “this’/
“that’
Developing e common e English words also | ¢ names of flowers,
vocabulary wordsof  daily used in Bengali seasons, organs of the
use e common English body
e English words words e words related to nature

used in Bengali | ¢ words of courtesy/ | ¢ days and months

e situational words
e action words [from
rhymes]

Main Focus Areas in the Primary Level

[Class III -V]

The focus of language learning should be on developing oral-aural skills rather than
on reading and writing skills as language learning is done first with the ear, then with
the eye.

The goal for language acquisition for class III-V should on development of language
skills and not on knowledge acquisition.

Emphasis should be given on phonetic development of the learners.

Learners should be given good exposure to listening materials through fun-games,
rhymes, story-telling, instructions and even songs as the learners are nor used to
listening to connected English speech.

Language acquisition is done more proficiently when it is integrated with the skills of
other subjects [like history, geography, mathematics etc.].

Wide range of activities like visual art, games, fine art, role play, song and dance etc
facilitate the child to acquire the skill of language as enjoys learning with fun. He is
thus liberated from the phobia of learning English.

Class wise Competencies at glance

[Class III-V]
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Sl Language Class III Class IV Class V
Competenc )
n |y experience
0
1 | Observing » Identifying *co-relating » Persons » Collecting
and Professionals L1 and L2 by of certain pictures of
Identifying > O‘pserying mMap | jdentifying professio historica} .
» Historical birds. fish nso personah.tles
monument N » ldentifyin and making
» Hill/river ?mlmals, g states calendar
» Trees, birds nsects and » Observing
> Mathematical *identifying capitals historical
counting sounds of » Singular monuments
» philately animals and and plural » Identifying
birds and numbers rivers/hills of
o the district
mimicking .
and making
them models
*developing > Observing
seasonal
reasoning skill flowers and
through mind making
mapping on scrap-book
science themes » Colleting
stamps and
*observing identifying
objects of countries
nature
*counting
objects within
the
classroomand
outside
*observing the
clock to know
the time
*observing the
sun to know
the diurnal
time
2 | Listening » Rhymes/songs *listening and | *Listening to *Listening to poems
and » Stories reciting rhymes and songs gaining
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speaking

YVVYVYY

Quiz

Puzzle
Games

Art and craft
Role play

rhymes

*listening to
stories of
value
education.
Fables and
folk tales.
Fairy tales

*listening to
puzzles,
stories-
integrating
with
Mathematics

*listening and
responding to
quiz questions
and integrating
with other
subjects

*engaging into
games,
developing
grammatical
skill and
vocabulary

*engaging into
art and craft,
developing
skill of
listening
comprehensio
n

*developing
skill of
conversation
using Wh-
words
andintegrating

developing
health habit

*Listening to
stories with
moral developing
value

*Listening to
puzzle
developing
thinking ability

*Enacting role
play and
developing
conversational
skill

*Interacting in
quiz, developing
oral-aural skill

*Integrating
geometry with
language by
making models.
listening to
interactions

skill of days of
different months

*Fictions relating to
history relating to
science integrating
language with other
subjects

*Involving games
and integrating with
L1

*Developing
vocabulary through
puzzles

*Telling stories and
sharing experience
with others
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with

mathematics
Reading » Biography *description of | *Reading stories | *Reading stories and
» Short story animals & to get exposure | gaining experience
» Poems birds and grammatical about past actions
> Short play developing the | items . )
skill of using s ) Develop g )
adjectives Storlés relating | grammatical .Sklll
to environment through reading
*reading & making the ]
C . . *Reading poems and
enjoying fairy | learner conscious | ]
tales, rhymes | about it 1ntegr.at1.ng .
descriptions with art
*reading *Stories having ]
. . *Reading
materials on dramatic element | >
environment giving them ‘F)lographles a'nd
integrating with
Froadi exposure to hist
rea 1.ng drama istory
materials for
gaining skill to
use
conjugation of
verbs with
subject
Writing » route-guide *developing *Descriptive *Developing skill to
» personal letter the skill of writing write route guide
> story sequencing . L .
» descriptive *Writing short *Describing eminent
writing *writing paragraph persons
» response to meaningful
questions sentences *Response to *QGaining skill to

*responding to
questions

*writing short
descriptive
paragraph

question

write letter

* Writing short story
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Noticing
grammar
and
developing
vocabulary

YV VVVVVVVVY

number
preposition
gender
verbs
adverbs
adjectives
pronouns
tense
synonyms and
antonyms
orthography
punctuation

Using Wh-
word question

*solve
crossword
puzzle

*noticing
subject &
predicate

*Developing
vocabulary
through
thematic
approach

*integrating
mathematics
with language
by gaining
skill in using
adjective
indicating
size, shape etc

*Use of present
continuous tense

*Exposure to
gender, pronoun,
regular&
irregular verbs,
preposition,
adverb

*QGaining the
skill in spelling

*Developing
synonyms and
antonyms

*QGaining skill to use
linkers in paragraphs

*Skill to use
punctuation marks

* Noticing
grammatical items
like gender, number,
possessive pronoun,
adverb preposition,
past tense in writing
story/paragraph
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CURRICULUM DESIGN FOR THE UPPER-PRIMARY LEVEL

General objectives:

¢ Developing basic proficiency in language for communicative purposes

[Class VI-VIII]

¢ Developing competency in language acquisition

¢ Developing higher order language skills for meeting the challenges of life

Class wise Competency Analysis

S1 | Competency | Language Class VI Class VII Class VIII
experience

1 % Listenin| % rhymes listening andcomy *listening *listening to
% musicals
& riddle -ing stories/ to song environmental
% story .
% games poems to gain skill sounds by
% following
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directions *listening in using audio-visuals and
% listening ) )
Iiewing to problem simple future recite
skits following listening poems
instructions to stories to *Listening to
guess story and
outcome comprehend
s following | *listen and view
instructions
skit
to make
*listen to
models
directions
Speaking % reciting *Reciting *Performing *Role play of
% story telling
% role-play *Telling a elocution situations in real
% conversation . .
% quiz story to peers *Describing life
¢ problem * . T .
solving Guessing the event Telling stories
1 k
¢ narrating motif of a Courteous to peers
% courteous : : « .
) mime expressions Elocution
expressions
*Estimating *Exploring *Narrating an event
about height solutions to peers
*Doing role *Role play of | *Picture reading
Play of real situations | *Ability ask
characters quiz questions
Reading % story *Developing *Reading *Short humorous
** poems
% comic strip Skill to and under play/skit
% humorous play _ ‘ _ _
& non-fictional Identify standing reading comics
% authentic . .
writing Rhyming humorous Short stories and comp
Words; play, poem, *Reading poems
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*Comprehend

comic strip,,

and enjoying

the theme of stories *Reading non
prose/poem *Gathering Fictional and
information gathering
From information
Biography
Experiencing va
Values from stoj
Writing % paragraph *Use of Writing *Writing stories,
on themes
Apostrophe Letters, Paragraph, poster,
% encoding
/decoding a *Paragraph on Cartoon, Biography,
family tree Themes Paraphrasing, Summary,
% short dialogue Story Story, rhyme, | Autobiography
¢ preparing . ) )
% personal folio Encoding/ Dialogue
¢ letter writing Decodi )
¢ cartoon making ccoding a project
v biography Family tree
¢ paraphrasing
’:‘ story *Making a
% summary
** project writing Personal folio
¢ composing
rhyme *Writing a short
conversation
Skill in ¢ punctuation *Use of *Comparative | *Modals, and
¢ comparative
Grammar forms of adjectives/ Countable & Forms, Auxiliary verbs

adverbs

Uncountable
Noun
Gender,

Present & past

functions of
adverbs,
plural noun

present/

relative clause,
narration change,
infinitive, voice

change, present/
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Continuous
Tense
Possessive
Pronoun
Adjective,

Adverb for comm

perfect tense,
Possessive
Pronouns/
Adjectives
Modals,

Future tense

past
perfect continuous

tense

PHposes In writing for
Semantic
Purposes
Developing *identifying *Developing *Synonyms, Prefix and suffix
Vocabulary Synonyms, Vocabulary Antonyms,
Antonyms, by maze Homonyms,
Homonyms, and crossword Rhyming
Gaining skill in word- Words,
using them in matching single
meaningful Word for
situations Group of
words

83




Curriculum
English
(Class IX & X)

The existing curriculum of English [E.S.L.] points out that the main objectives of the study of
Second Language are as follows:

1.

2.

3.

4.

to enable pupils to attain working knowledge of the language from utilitarian
point of view;

to develop their capacity to express themselves in the language freely,
correctly and with proper pronunciation in talks or conversation on ordinary
topics;

to enable pupils to express their ideas of non-technical nature in simple correct
language;

to generate in pupils a love of the language and a desire to cultivate it at
leisure for pleasure and profit.

However, the National Curriculum Framework [N.C.F.] 2005 says that the two main goals of
the second language curriculum are-

e attainment of basic proficiency
e development of language into an instrument for abstract and
knowledge acquisition

This clearly points that integrated approach to the teaching of different skills of language
[like listening, speaking, reading, writing etc], including communicative competence, is
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extremely important. As the child grows up he requires higher order skills like negotiating,
decision-making, inter-personal communication skills etc to cope up with the demands and
challenges of everyday life.

This leads us to the framing of curriculum for Upper-Primary and Secondary level. The
rationale is as follows:

Rationale:

The English language course encompasses the experience, study, and appreciation of
language, literature, media and communication. It involves language processes: speaking,
listening, reading, viewing, writing, and other ways of representing. At this level the use of
English language to think, learn and communicate effectively in a wide variety of
communication situation is given central importance.

Aims and Objectives:

to understand the functions of language, in general

to understand the basic features of the English language

to understand the purposes of language as an instrument for social interaction

to develop the listening and speaking skills of the learners in order to help them
interact effectively at different situations

to develop their interest in reading and their ability to interpret a variety of written
text materials

to develop their ability to write for a variety of purposes

to know and use figurative language effectively for language competence

to develop mastery on the use of correct grammatical structures and pronunciations
to acquire sufficient vocabulary and language structure practice

to develop confidence and competence of the learners through the use of a range of
media and computer technologies.

Learning Experiences:

In the course of studying English as Second Language the learners will pass through the
following learning experiences:

e practice the language skills developed earlier in the Primary level to enhance their
ability to speak with proper pronunciation, stress and pause, to listen carefully to
understand what others are saying and to respond appropriately

e engage in activities and discussions in which they practice language in formal and
informal situations

e practice English sounds for pronunciation and intonation

e explore the relationship between language and grammar

e learn the English language protocols used in greeting, welcoming, expressing
sympathy etc

e participate in regular programmes to enhance their ability and interest in reading

e reading extensively from varied sources including text materials that are
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Personal [e.g. personal letters of eminent persons, autobiography, diary, etc.]
Transactional [e.g. report, description, biography, information etc.] and

Poetic[e.g. plays skits, short stories, poems, rthymes etc.]

interact with a variety of reading materials which require different kinds and levels of
interpretation

glean information available in mass media and use it in their day to day
communication

write extensively for various purposes such as personal, transactional and poetic
writing

develop the language competence of the learners through exercises such as note-
taking, summarizing and paraphrasing to enhance their study skills

Learning Outcome

It is expected that by the end of the school level of learning experiences the learners will be
able to achieve the following goals:

1.

Knowledge [acquisition and recall]
e ability to classify
e discriminate between real [or tangible] and make-believe[ or unreal]
e discriminate between fact and opinion
e ability to outline and summarize
Comprehension| understanding ,and interpreting]
e ability to compare and contrast
¢ identifying main idea
e ability to compare word meaning
Application
e cstimating
e anticipating probabilities
e inferring
Analysis
judging completeness
judging relevance of information
logic of actions
recognizing fallacies
Synthesis
e planning projects
¢ building hypothesis
e proposing alternatives
Evaluation]| review, critically examined conclusions and judgements]
making decision
judging accuracy
identifying values
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Learning steps:
9 (@ AAHET Taaq (From Molecule to environment )

a) I WM@E¥ FHIHT 3 AfFIS (Synthesis, Elongation and Transformation of molecule )
b) T (A * B J8IF ATFIF SET ( Initiation of Physiological processes by gradual conversion

and re-synthesis of old and new molecule)

c) QIGIE 93 A+ f¥3FT (Control and Co-ordination of Physiological processes )
d) SamEg @Ry WJRY AF A 3649 3 RIcE SiEg TAf% ( Change of characters of organism

and origin of new species )
e) Jfeq Si@g My TF=ES BT JFT 8 HTTIT ST ( Mutual Interaction in between

different organism and formation of Biosphere )
f) Saad, Af{EeE HE%T 8 TR SFfe (Biosphere, Environmental protection and Sustainable

Development )

e afF SR (Learning Strategies) :

1) Observation, Data collection and Documentation (f’l"{f@ﬂ“f, O AR 8 T WITH)

2) Data Verification, Experimentation (Wﬂﬁﬁ, HooT IlTliﬁ, Shg 7% ﬁm—ﬁﬁm)
3) Discovery learning (NI 7% e )

4) Brain storming (J¥E AESH IS AECAT S@A*T© HoT )

5) Cognitive and Social Construction of knowledge (([@f&F 8 SEIF S fFH1er)

e 930 TafeTIR:

1) MO FAE F& FA1 3 TN of FAT

2) 9FR AT T O AFMET [Fg i Fa1 (R I72E 3 Tgd R (3AT8)
[T toffF fefere]

3) AFfoF ToAEAT AR 28T, TWUF Fowies o7

4) of¥e ®EE PR (om TRy T3P (e Frae)
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Anexure - I

Note of Dissent

By Sunanda Sanyal

I do not subscribe to the view taken by most other members of the School Expert Committee on the “No-

Detention Policy up to Class VIII”. Hence this Note of Dissent!

1. It has been argued that we have enough resources, yetwe cannot get off to a start in
compulsory schoolingbecause wedo not ensureautomatic promotion to the next higher
class up to Class VIII. On the contrary, I believe weshould wait till Continuous
Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) looks like succeeding.The CCE is indeed child-
friendly. To be sure, the RTE Act tells us that failure can never be blamed on the child.
He/she is capable of at least the minimum level of learning. The teacher concerned may
have failed, the headmaster probably, the school certainly — but the child never ever.
But, as one of our colleagues has said, it is ,,ugely different’.

2. I agree with him. But the teacher, the headmaster and the school as a whole must accept
the new challenge, because responsibility is networked. It does not spare those who will
take steps either. For this the whole school system has to change itsmindset. Naturally,
this takes time.The model of partisanship followed by the previous government has not
worked. We should not allow the nation to conclude that the CCE will never take shape
in this country.The elimination of examinations up to Class VIII is an instance in point.

3. Nettled by a political opponent, the LF government, having eliminated the term-end
examination up to Class IV,attempted an external examination at the end of Class I1.But
the West Bengal Board of Primary Education could not publish its results under the LF
rule. In other words, nobody knew what happened to their answer scripts, that is,how
the children fared.Nor did the teachers concerned get to know how effectively they had
taught. This showshow difficult it is to reconstructthe base of examinations once it has
been ruined.

4. On top of it, wehave had the experience of suspension of English teaching up to Class V
by the previous government.Nineteen years later, when the past governmenttried to
reintroduce it found the proposition much too difficult.

5. Why don’t welearn from the mistakes made by the previous government and put in
place aninfrastructure first for the CCE to work? In our hot haste we are risking the
future of the CCE itself. We know what is going to happen. Some of the private English-
medium schools, to which the political leaders in general send their children, will carry
on the CCE with admirable results, while Bengali-medium schools in the districts will

suffer.
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6. I accept in principle that no child should fail in Class I,and far fewer in Class VIII, or in
any class for that matter, having achieved the minimum level of learning. But there are
too many slips between the cup and the lip.I believe we are risking the future of the new
government by basing our recommendation on a very unpopular decision.

7. I think in an exam-bound society,the formal teaching-learning system should familiarise
the children with examinations, which he/she will have to encounter, anyway. We should
instead let them discover that exams are by no means fearsome.

8. Therefore, we should use the time,before and after, 2016 by convincing the MPs of an
appropriate amendment to the Act. Mind you,more than 50 per cent children in West
Bengal drop out in Class II. These therefore will drop out without facing any
examination.

9. Besides, the fear of ,falure’ is based on the suspicion that the RTE won’t succeed.
Someone has said the ,,pass-fail’ is an invitation to suicide. But those who commit suicide
are mental patients, and should be treated as such. Come crop failure, he/she will
commit suicide.

10. But like education, examinations also can be made joyful for those who have studied for
even the minimum level of learning. For one thing, less than 1 per cent children commit
suicide for fear of, or on account of, failure. Besides, some children do enjoy taking an
examination.

11. Look at the range of things that has to be accomplished before I hope the RTE will
succeed in its main aim:

(a) bring down teacher-pupil ratio to 1:35(which is now anything up to

200)
(b) set up schools that haveat least one teacher per class
(c) make elaborate arrangement for teacher training
(d) design new courses for teacher training with the NCF in mind,which is

»mgely new’, I repeat, according to a colleague.

How difficult isit to foundmore schools? PadmanidhiDhar,a CPI-M MLA in the 12"VidhanSabha (the
current one is 15™), headed aStanding Committee related to schools, sports etc. He said in his Report,
»Wecannot possibly set up the schools required, for which we can’t even acquire the land (before many

years pass).” The same goes for teacher training, toilets, reservation for SC/ST and so on. #
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Anexure - I1
To
The Chairman
Expert Committee for School Committee

West Bengal

Sub: Examination and Pass —Fail issue [class VI-VIII and class IX-X]

Dear Sir

| am sorry; | could not attend the crucial meetings to discuss the above issues.
However, | would like to propose the following in regard to examination and Pass-Fail issue
in schools:

1. Examinations:

(a) Two times yearly examinations, i.e. Half-Yearly and Annual examination should be held in
each class ( like it was practised earlier). Such examinations are essential.

(b) Class teachers may also arrange to take casual weekly or fortnightly tests of regular
progress of students.

It is important that Half-Yearly as well as Annual examinations will help the students to
evaluate their academic standard in the class. Even regular weekly or fortnightly casual tasks
also will help the students to motivate them to rectify their drawbacks.

It is my strong opinion that students should have the courage to sit for examinations. Since
they will have to face numerous examinations and tests in their future lives, We cannot
encourage them to become idle if they want to success in life. They should not consider
examinations a as burden but should think it as an occasion to prove their proficiency and
skill instead.

However, | think that the course of study/syllabus should be trimmed and made

lucid, and unnecessary burden should be removed keeping the essential portions of study

more attractive.(In fact, the syllabus coupled with bad teaching could be a burden, not the
examination.)
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We all know that during the last couple of decades the education system including
class attendance, class disciplines, over all academic activities in schools have come down to
it’s lowest level. At this juncture when the academic situation is quiet chaotic and
disorganised, discontinuation of examination will encourage the prevailing negative trends
i.e. schools. In fact we need to bring back strict disciplines in every sphere of academic
activities including examinations in schools.

So | strongly suggest that school should have regular examinations as | have
mentioned above. | am afraid; liberty of non-examination will on that part of students as
well as the teachers will loosen the discipline of class & quality of education and bring down
the academic standard of school education in West Bengal.

Pass-fail in classes:-

a) A special format of mark-sheets need to be prepared where there will be no
mention of Pass or Fail but only number or grade obtained by the students.

b) Students who get more than 34% or standard grades will automatically will go to
the next class. The students who get less than that will have to meet the Principal
and class teacher along with his parents/guardian to discuss and to take decision
in regard to students option to stay back or to sit in the next class. In the decision
making students role and important and major.

This process will continue from class VI to VIl only.

From class IX to XIl Pass & Fail will be determined by the school authority and
as per the academic standard of students.

There will be no Pass-Fail for students of class-I to class-V. However regular
class tests will be taken by the teachers. Students of class-IV & V may have also
annual examinations.

With best regards,
Sincerely,

Jogen Choudhury,
Member Expert Committee
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